
 

 

 
 

August 2019 
 
 
Welcome Home Ogden Families! 
 
“Like painted kites, those days and nights they went flyin' by.” Those lyrics from Frank Sinatra’s 
song The Summer Wind kept swirling in my head as I thought about my annual welcome letter. 
It’s difficult to believe that the remaining carefree days of summer are falling toward autumn at 
such a rapid pace! This summer, Ogden hosted the Hewlett-Woodmere Summer Playschool for 
the first time. The halls were filled with happy campers and the field was overtaken by giant 
inflatables while the smell of hamburgers and hot dogs wafted through the air.  
 
 Whether you are a new family to Ogden or already family members, we welcome you to what 
promises to be another exhilarating year for all. We are very proud of our strong partnership with 
our families and the PTA. It is these powerful relationships that allow us to be creative and work 
collaboratively to build the best future for your child. This coming year, we have exciting events 
on our calendar, including Ogden’s Parent EdCamps: It’s All Greek to Me and LoMein and 
Learning, PTA cultural arts experiences that span all grades,  Ogden’s Shark Tank, Mindfulness 
and Yoga Night, Mother-Son Paint Night, Father-Daughter Dance, Artastic Art Gallery, Fashion 
Show, International Game Night, and so much more!  
 
This year, we will continue to focus on mindfulness and the connections to your child’s 
academic and social well being. A full yoga studio will now inhabit room 19 and be a space open 
to all students and staff to learn coping strategies that will stay with them throughout their lives. 
Stress begins early on and if not managed properly, it can cause damaging effects that have 
negative impacts that can last a lifetime. Good habits start early at Ogden. Ogden’s students will 
also be involved in activities aimed at service learning, civic responsibility, and cultural 
proficiency. Empowering our students at a very early age will have a lasting and positive impact 
on their future success. 
 



 

We have many exciting additions to Ogden this year, including our nearly complete 
Library/Maker Space area, which we dub The Wisdom Wing. Contractors were busy in this space 
all summer and all of the furniture has nearly arrived. Students will have spaces to collaborate in 
small groups, large groups, or cuddle up with a book by our new window seats or any number of 
cozy spaces that have been designed with your child in mind. We have ordered many new and 
enticing books as well as items to foster critical thinking for the Maker Space. Speaking of 
critical thinking...Mrs. Martin, our Discovery Teacher, will now have a full-sized classroom. It is 
our vision to provide more enrichment opportunities to all students while they are at Ogden.  
 
Mrs. Griffin, our school nurse, has a brand new, state-of-the-art room. It’s a good thing, because 
she’s one of the most popular adults at Ogden! The kids love to visit her for some reason (wink, 
wink).  Mrs. Santanastaso even has a fabulous new walk-in closet that is equipped with 
everything to put on a Broadway-caliber performance! It is wonderful to work in a community 
that still values the arts and be supported by a Board of Education that ensures our students have 
the facilities and resources necessary to achieve an optimal learning experience.  
 
I always like to share happy staff happenings, because it’s important for you to feel like an 
insider, not an onlooker. We congratulate the newly wed, Mrs. Karen Restivo who was married 
in July and is now Mrs. Karen Konik! Victoria Lynn made her debut on August 9, 2019 to 
adoring parents Mr. and Mrs. Richard DeSanto. Mrs. Marjorie Doyle now has a second 
grandchild, Christopher Michael, who was born on May 9. Both babies are bundles of perfection. 
Mr. Finn and Mrs. Santanastaso eagerly await the arrival of their little pumpkins in October. We 
cannot wait to congratulate them.  
 
We are excited to welcome students to a new 8:1:2 class at Ogden. It is fantastic to be able to 
provide students with multiple options for academic and social success. Ms. Megan Kearney will 
be the teacher of that class and she will be accompanied by assistants, Mr. Christopher Cornell 
and Mrs. Lisa Holze. It seems like Ogden continues to grow as this summer alone, we have 
added 20 new entrants! 

 
I would be remiss if I did not thank our extraordinary custodial staff led by Mr. Stan Koch for 
accommodating us during Summer Playschool and working tirelessly to assist everyone in 
getting their rooms ready for your child. A special thanks to our secretarial staff, Ms. Heather 
Baldwin, Mrs. Margaret Chiofolo, and Mrs. Marjorie Doyle for making sure orders are placed, 
placement letters are mailed, and everyone is on task. Thank you to our fearless security guard, 
Sebastian, for keeping everyone safe 12 months a year! 
 
I encourage you to be as involved as your schedule allows. You can volunteer through the PTA 
for any and all of the evening functions or perhaps you would like to volunteer during lunch to 



 

catch a glimpse of your child’s day. We have so many wonderful parents who volunteer their 
time or talent to our students and it makes all the difference in the quality of time your child 
spends with us. If you cannot attend PTA meetings, no worries! We now use Zoom Conference, 
so you can join the meetings remotely. You will receive information about how to join us.  
 
I’d like to end this welcome letter by sharing an anecdote. Last week, right before I was leaving 
for vacation with my family, the worst thing possible happened...my cell phone broke! I didn’t 
have time to get it fixed prior to the flight and I’ll admit...I went into panic mode. All I thought 
about was: “How will I know what’s going on?” “How will I check my emails, my texts!?” I 
should have been thinking, “How can I make these few rare days together with my family 
unforgettable?” That broken phone was a huge wake up call for me, because I had the best 
vacation with my family I have had in years. I was totally unplugged. I was forced to slow down 
and I actually recharged my mental battery. I know that we all live in a fast-paced technological 
society that has our eyes darting from one screen to the next trying to keep up, but I encourage 
you to join me this year in taking time to unplug and enjoy your families. These years will fly by. 
I began this letter with song lyrics and so I will conclude in the same fashion with country singer 
Trace Adkin’s lyrics: 

 
You're gonna miss this 

You're gonna want this back 
You're gonna wish these days hadn't gone by so fast 

These are some good times 
So take a good look around 
You may not know it now 
But you're gonna miss this 

 
When many of our graduating Ogden families leave for middle school, they often comment that 
they cannot believe how quickly time has been spent. Make every Ogden memory valuable, 
unplug, and be present. There’s really no better place to be! 
 
Enjoy your remaining days and I hope to see you on August 30th for Meet the Teacher or 
September 3 for Waffles and Welcome or even better, for both! 
 
Fondly,  
 
 
 
Dr. Dina Anzalone 
 


